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T�m ·Dinsdale� 38th (Private) Expedition� Loch Ness June 1.2th - -July 
27th 1978_: ·quotes from his newly founded Loch Ne se Association ·of 'Explorers 
Commentary No.21 

'Phase · One of this expedition was taken up with the making of a short 
uncomplicated film for US educational childrens TV, The Big Blue Marble 
progra�me, which is apparently funded by industry, producing batche$ of 
filmets on int.eres�ing subjects which go out on channel 137 and t..o foreign 
countries. The ma�ing was a success, with Phillip� a 12 year old lad fiom 
Edinburgh acting the part of Monster Sceptic, aAd taroline a 13 ye�r old 
local girl, that of Monster Wi tnes·s. Both children had bicycles, and the 
film director John Macdonald had them cycling round talking to different 
people� including Bob Rines at Orumnadrochit, Fr Gregory arid a trio of Abbey 
schoolboys, and TO aboard 'Water H�rse1c Carolina had in fact had a good 
sighting off Fort Augustus last November of a two humper, with head and neck· 
uplifted, lasting about 15 minutes. Three local girls watched it. 

'Phase Two: the first two weeks in June were taken up with some serious 
monster-watching from the boat7 through terrible weather, rain and wind � 
but it produced some good new sighting reports; a lecture in Inverness for a 
group of. s.c�entists from Bemidji State University, Minnesota; and interviews 
with a· journalistically inclined American professor, and one for an amateur · 
{award winning) super - 8 sound film maker. It also helped to cement local 
friendships (largely via the lounge-bar at the Lovat Arms) and good local 
monster hunting relations are so important • • • • • •  

'Phase Three: · commenced in mid July with a long flog up-loch to Urquhart 
Bay .. in the teeth of an easterly 7 and a heart-stopping wallow to Lochend 
nex�.da� in the �ake of a wes�eriy. Forces were then joined with colourful, · 
d�amatic an�ual high-technology, underwater activiti�s of the Boston based 
Academy o�Applied Science in Urquhart Bay� until the end of the month. 
Durin·g this _time much brilliant· electronic work was done in grouping massive 
strobe-light/synched cameras and trigger sonars under the main ra�t' platform. 
Also extensive sonar mapping (Prof. Harold Edgerton) of the Lochend 'stqne-circles' 
was undertaken, and many hours of diving put in by scientists, geologists;: 
archaeologists, �o d�termine their origin, using 'Hunter' the Academy workboa�. 
More mapping was done iater by f\1arty Kleins team, most .. ably ·a:ssisted by Hamish 
MacDonald out of Fort Augustus with the AJbey School's navy die�el·�utter, which 
proved .a.n ideal platform for towing the heavy .saner 1fish'.• Results included 
the re-finding· of the sunken ai'rcr.aft at Lcichend ( notJ about 200ft down) and. 
a stunningly spectacular sonar 'picture' of a large moving 'target' deep in 
the watercolumn making a wake and turbulence comparable to that of a small 
submarine. Checks with the Caledonian Canal Office in Clachnaharry proved 
there was no submarine in transit in the locho 
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Jeffrey Watson, 

returned to the loct"l for another visit on the weekend of 2nd - 3rd 
of September. He cycled down the north shore� stopping for periods of 
watching at various � oints, he reached Foyers late Saturday night after 
travelling round by Fort AugustL J s and Whitebridge� After spending S��d��­
morning . around t�e F oxer_s. Bay aJ;ea 9 . . h�. -star.:ted along. the . southern .s�orE?·.·. 
for Do res,:: int.and:.ng to .get to Inv·E3:rnsss: fo_r the train south. He. planned 
to stop and watch from vai·ious points along the roads as on the previou.� . 
dayo One of his first selected stopping places was the fairly high section 
between Foyers power station ·end Inv_erfarigaigo·. After wa.tc:hing ·fpr abqut 

30 minutes,_ he no _ti c ad near tho far shore .of the loch a . wavE fqrm which ·w?is 
developing ; this was ·a_qout opposi �e Inverfarigaig . · At .first. �1e thought .·it­
was one of. the various phenomena_. created by the wind etc .... _.: H13 then. realised . 
that the waveform hed begun to_ .de'Velop 9· .. at time9. q uite· rap .�·dly 9 :�o the 
riyht. Realising this was unusual he starte d taking photogr�ph�_�ith_a · 
Chinon 35 - �m SLR �ame�a witha 200 mm lenso The �?ke now extendi8Q a fa�r 
llJay along th.e shore �nd .be.gan. :to. m_ove acr:Jss .the loch. He was -now c:erta�n 
that_. the wake ·was being m9dR .PY· an anima-te object 9 ..,. fo_r, two reasons .-
Firstly_,· no appar�nt obj'3ct cot,�ld- be s�en causi.n.g:the w_e;1ke9 and secondly,,· 
although t ''ere . !J.13;r'8 .. sria.ll .b.oats· iil the area.: they ware moving in the usua�: 
up/ down loch qj;:-oction. par·a-l.�el·, to . tt-:e . shoreline,.. ·By nolJ! :the w9k�, _was · 
extending roughly at r:ght angles to the oppos5te shore, and by the time 

he . h ad taken .his .. s:ecoqd ·pho_,tograph9 .the 4J.aks: had a. distinctive vee pat.t�rn ; 

the twin.·· arms becoming more �vident .�as· the.- IJ.!ake increased .in :l£?ngtt:J.. That .. -
at times 'the ·object. :CBU_sing :the Wak.e · Wc;lS .·t:DaVE;!l1ing he -�stimateq at Speeds 
of ·ten mil-es an hour., A-s· ·it .heq_dt;_-d qut toward�. th� cent:J;'e_ of.- tf1e: 1-pch he 

noti-ced a· small ··dai'k. -oQject u-.t t_he. _head qf .the -waka 9 f_rom , ti�e . �o. tJ.mo.� He· 
had. by· · n·ow· ·-taken. ·six photo g.raphs 9 and .the wa�.e' s length :vas quit�: e_xt:e�nsiv_a, 
although . the T1;3ar. portions wa.rt;3' dy_ing aw.ay. · H,e thought the obj .e_ct which : · ... ,: -
wus appearing frum ti1ne to time .wa�.about 2ft long and 1ft long ��d-roun��d 
in shape. The wake had come some two thirds th� way across the loch by the 
time. he··�ost sight- .of·,\ to .. It;. ha.d mqved_ into. :an area of. sl�ghtly. more : ; :_. 
disturbed-.watar clas�i to the southern . shore e . H� estimated _it was�bout, 
950 yard s ·away when he ·first moticed it and .ha.d increased tQ .s.ome 11.00 yards· 
distance. ·wheri :.t f2ded -�awey·.o . -I.t had traver:ssd the �.och in. �l :-�ia_gqnal manner 
to wards .I.nv.erfe.rigaig9. during ·w.hich time ·Jeffery ha.d taken · eig�� photograp.hs . 
He h·ad ·drawn . ··.the . wake. to the attentior t .of. ··a family _parked n.e.arbyi one _of . 
tJJhom··had. watched it through a .p a.i,r . of. 10 .x 50 t?inoculars a8d -reported . - seeing 

1D finlik�1 object at. the head of the. wake • . ·The sighting ocpurred _ at . 
approximately 2.10··p�mo. and lasted··about.·two minuteso �he loch surface .��s 

- fai rly · calm, there ·being ·ripples·or small· wavas. nearer the· sout�ern. shpre � 

We�ther was dr� and bright but ther e . was a c�ve r  :df!clo�do -,photographs 
w�re . taken on 400 asa fil��-

·.: 
·: ·rt is hoped to have the�e ·pictures examined and· enlerged,�as. the.��mall. 

obje6t appears in at least one bf them. It· may be possib�� to identify what 

it was, or p�rhap� : s ee a portion of a creatur�s back. . ,. 
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Jonathan Long 

Also visited the loch in September and was able to spend a week there. 
He based himself at the Foyers Hotel, watching from nearby, from- dawn::(s.�ti­
a.m.) till breakfast; moving along _ _ the loch to just south of Inverfarigaig 
for watdhing later in the day. 1his was his first visit to the loch� and 
he was ··v-ery eager. and shot off film on swans, . small boats, waves etc.. It 
was, he says, good practice in the use of earner� aAd in ge�ting to know the 
pitfalls of monster hunting. He found that in the week he wes able to get 
the' feel' of the loch·· and a pretty good .impt·ession of places and ·people, he 
uses ·the wbrd 'myatique' in rel�tion to the ioch� He �ad no first hand 
succe-ss with the crestures but was able to speak to some local people who 
had. He found the Foyers Hot�l pro�rietor and staff very pleasarit and helpful 
even though he was keeping unusual hqurs. It was from the proprietor, Mr 
MacDougal, that he heard of"a very interesting report. Some two weeks 
earlier ·(which puts it early September) one ·of the workers at ttie Foyers 
Hydro ·station, who had been there for nine years and was a total cynic? had 
seen a hump. It was the 'size of a cruiser'· about 40 yards away from him, 
in the early morning, travelling against wind and waves, and he is now 
certain there are large animals in Loch Ness. Jonathan says he had a very 
enj6yable t�me · and· is �ow planning for next:yea� - for a �dnth hj hcipes. 

Joseph W.ZarzyDski, 

I have word from Joe concerning his work on Lake Champlain• He devoted 
the full summer to his work on lake monsters, spending one complete week 
on the Vermont side of Champlain doing shore watching. He was also part of 
a special schooner cruise outfitted on Lake Champlain to look for 'Champ'. 
The schooner was the 'Richard Robbins'. Its owner Kempton Webb ( a professor 
of Geography at Columbia University in NYC) asked Joe to co-ordinate this 
cruise to specifically search for 'Champ'. The cruise· lasted from August 
21st - 26th, the craft is a two masted vessel of some 80 feet in length. They 
had no sightings, but it had been enjoyable time for everyone. 

To date Joe has collected 84 sightings of the Champlain creatures 
36 being 'longneckers' ( reports of head and neck). He has several more which 
he is trying to try to verify. There were three sightings this summer which 
he is diligently trying to hunt down. Interested members may get further information 
from him at, P.D. Box 34, Wilton, NY, USA 12866e 

Res Bureaux Bulletin 

Since September 1976 the above has been published and circulated among 
interested parties in a general exchange of Fortean news and happenings. It 
has now been decided to open up subscriptions to anyone who while not being 
able to do any active work on such matters, is wishing to be kept in touch 
with events in Canada and abroad. It is issued on a tri-weekly basis and 
contains news of recent events, brief reviews of historical events, and notes 
of special interest to investigating Forteans. An annual subscription is 
offered for �10o00 Canadian, anywhere at printed paper rate, or a single copy 
at 60c. The address is; Box 1598, Kingston, Ontario K7L 5C8, Canada. 
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Odds and Ends 

*****Address; Lewis Did�inson � P o 0. Box 2121 Warren, R. I. 02885, U . • s'� A.,. 
who was a member of the old LNI would like ·a ny other ex-members to drop 
a line� or any other NIS member. 

-*****Rain; in common· with many other areas .Fort Augustus .had the wette.st­
September since .records were first kept at the Abbey 86 years ago. there 
were more.than seven inches (177 mm); howe�er the max{mum temperature

. 
of 65 

d�grees Fahre�heit was also the highest ori record. . 

*****Al�ati�n; the dog which was taken into custndy by the Invernes-s pa).ice, 
after spending three days on a rock watching L�ch Nessj has been reunited 
with its owners. It had been sold and. then ran away from its new . owner •.. . 
It h-9� peen taken back by its previous owner, we are glad to report • 

. . 
Once more that is all for this Nessletter, please .remember_your news and 

views are important, please let me have them, my address is still:­
R.R.Hepple, Huntshieldford, St.Johns Chapel; Bishop Auckland, Co.Durham, 
DL13 1RQ. Tel. Wearhead 359. Subscription rates are U.K. £1.75, U.S.A. & 
Canada $7.00. 

Rip. · 


